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S U P P L E M E N T A R Y A C T A /SA .11 /01 /07 
CHANGING THE NAME "COUNCIL OF ELDERS" 
IN THE E N G L I S H V E R S I O N OF THE 1999 
PROTOCOL RELATING TO THE MECHANISM 
FOR CONFLICT PREVENTION AND EXTENDING 
THE TENURE OF THE SAID COUNCIL FROM ONE 
TO THREE YEARS 

THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES, 

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8 and 9 of the E C O W A S 
Treaty as amended, establishing the Authority of 
Heads of State and Government and defining its 
composition and functions; 

MINDFUL of Article 19 (3c) of the said Treaty under 
which sectoral meetings shall be convened by the 
Pres iden t of the C o m m i s s i o n with a v iew to 
examining sectora l i ssues which promote the 
achievement of the objectives of the Community; 

MINDFUL of the Protocol relating to the Mechanism 
for Conflict Prevention, Management, Resolution, 
Peacekeeping and Security, adopted in Lome on 
10 December 1999; 

MINDFUL of Articles 15 and 20 of the said Protocol 
relating, on the one hand, to the functions of the 
President of the Commission, and on the other, to 
the composition and mandate of the Counci l of 
Elders; 

MINDFUL of Decision A / D E C . 26/01/06 approving 
the appointment of new members of the Council of 
Elders; 

C O N C E R N E D about the various conflicts that still 
- affect a number of States of the sub-region; 

CONSIDERING that the conciliation, mediation and 
facilitation roles of the Counci l members call for 
proven experience, wisdom and talent on the part 
of such members; 

CONSIDERING that the aforementioned qualities 
are not necessarily reflected in the concept used 
in the English version of the 1999 Protocol relating 
to the Mechanism for Conflict Prevention; 

CONSIDERING the satisfactory manner in which the 
appointed mediators accomplish their mission; 

NOTING, however, that the brevity of the tenure of 
the Council of Elders, which is one year, makes it 

, impossible for the Council members to carry through 
their activities, notwithstanding their satisfactory 
performances; 

C O N V I N C E D that a longer tenure will ensure 
effective accomplishment of their missions; 

WISHING to adopt a more appropriate title for the 
Council of Elders in the English version of the 1999 
Protocol relating to the Mechanism for Conflict 
Prevention and to extend its tenure to three (3) 
years; 

On the R E C O M M E N D A T I O N of the meeting of the 
Med ia t i on and S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , held in 
Ouagadougou on 20th December 2006; 

AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

Art ic le 1: 

In the English version of the 1999 Protocol relating 
to the Mechan ism for Confl ict Prevent ion, the 
E C O W A S Counc i l of E lde rs shal l henceforth 
assume the title "Council of the Wise." 

Art ic le 2: 

The tenure of the E C O W A S Council of the Wise is 
hereby extended from one (1) to three (3) years. 

Art ic le 3: 

This Supplementary Act shall be published by the 
Commission in the Off icial Journal of the Community 
within thirty (30) days of its s ignature by the 
Chairman of the Authority. 

It shall also be published within the same time frame 
by each Member State in its National Gazette. 

Art ic le 3: 

1. This Supplementary Act shall enter into force 
upon publication. Consequently, the signatory 
Member States and Institutions of E C O W A S 
undertake to start implementing its provisions 
upon its entry into force. 

2. This Supplementary Act is annexed to the 
E C O W A S Treaty of which it forms an integral 
part. 

Art ic le 4: 

This Supplementary Act shall be deposited with the 
Commiss ion , which shall transmit certified true 
copies thereof to all Member States and shall 
register it with the African Union, the United Nations 
Organisation and such other organisations as the 
Council of Ministers may determine. 
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IN FAITH WHEREOF, WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE MEMBER STATES OF 
THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS), HAVE SIGNED THIS 

SUPPLEMENTARY ACT. 

DONE AT OUAGADOUGOU, THIS 19TH DAY OF JANUARY 2007 

IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH, FRENCH AND PORTUGUESE LANGUAGES, ALL TEXTS 
BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC. 

His Exc^llency^Tfi iomas Boni Yayi 
President gpthe Republic of Benin 

His Excel lency Blaise Compaore 
Chajt^nan of the Council of Ministers 

President of the Faso 

Hon. Sidibe Fatoumata KABA 
Minister of International Cooperation 
For and on behalf of the President 

of the Republic of Guinea 

His Excel len 
President of th< 

Joao Bernardo Vieira 
Republic of Guinea Bissau 
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Her Excel lency El len Johnson-S i r lea f 
President of the Republic of Liberia 

4li 

His Excel lency Toumani Toure 
President of the Republic of Mali 

His Excel lency lyiamadou Tandja 
President of the Republic of Niger 

d. 
His Excel lency O lusegun Obasanjo 

President, Commander in Chief of the Armed 
Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 

His ExcejK nay Abt iou laye Wade 
President'^efWie Republic of Senegal 

Ton. Mohammed Daramy 
Minister of Development and Economic 

Planning, for and on behalf of the President 
of the Republic of Sierra Leone 

His Excel lency Faure Essozirnna Gnass ingbe 
president of the Togolese Republic 


