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S U P P L E M E N T A R Y A C T A / S A . 6 / 0 1 / 0 7 ON 
UNIVERSAL ACCESS/SERVICE 

THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES 

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8 and 9 of the E C O W A S 
Treaty as amended establishing the Authority of 
Heads of State and Government and defining its 
composition and functions; 

MINDFUL of Article 33 of the said treaty, which 
provides that Member States shall, in the area of 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , d e v e l o p , m o d e r n i z e , 
coord ina te and s t a n d a r d i z e their na t iona l 
telecommunication networks in order to provide 
reliable interconnection among Member States, and 
shal l coord ina te their efforts with a v iew to 
mobi l iz ing national and international f inancial 
resources through participation of the private sector 
in the provision of telecommunication services; 

M INDFUL of Decis ion A / D E C . 14/01/05 on the 
adoption of a regional telecommunication policy and 
development of G S M regional roaming in the 
E C O W A S Member States; 

M INDFUL of Decis ion A / D E C . 11/12/94 on the 
establishment of an E C O W A S technical advisory 
committee on telecommunication regulation; 

MINDFUL of Decision A / D E C . 12/12/94 on tariff-
set t ing and t e l ephone traf f ic in the a rea of 
telecommunications; 

M I N D F U L of Dec is ion A / D E C . 16/5/82 on the 
telecommunication program of E C O W A S ; 

CONSIDERING that the direct interconnection of 
modern te lecommunica t ion sys tems between 
Member States is a prerequisite for sub regional 
economic integration; 

N O T I N G that the C o m m u n i t y has resolute ly 
e m b a r k e d upon a p r o c e s s of l i be ra l i z ing 
telecommunication services and infrastructures by 
2007; 

C O N S I D E R I N G that this liberalization process is 
giving rise to f lourishing markets cal l ing for a 
framework that is conduc ive and attractive to 
investment; 

A W A R E of the need to p rov ide al l of the 
Community's populations, regardless of geographic 
location, with a minimum set of high-quality and 
affordable telecommunication services; 

RECOGNIZ ING that the concept of universal service 
is bound to evolve as a result of technological 
p r o g r e s s , market d e v e l o p m e n t s and user 
requirements; 

WISHING to achieve, as rapidly as possible, the 
dfgital opening-up of the Member States; 

ON THE P R O P O S A L of the meeting of the Ministers 
in Charge of Telecommunication held in Abuja on 
11 t h May 2006 

ON THE R E C O M M E N D A T I O N of the fifty-seventh 
s e s s i o n of the C o u n c i l of M in i s te rs held in 
Ouagadougou from 18 to 19 December 2006; 

AGREE AS FOLLOWS 

CHAPTER I: 
DEFINITIONS, OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE 

Art ic le 1: 
De f in i t i ons 

1. For the purposes of this Supplementary Act, 
the definitions contained in Supplementary Act 
A/SA.1/01/07 shall apply. 

2. The following additional definitions shall also 
apply: 

Universal access/service: access to a basic 
g roup of s e r v i c e s as de f ined in this 
Supplementary Act, within the territory of the 
Member States of E C O W A S , for all citizens, 
regardless of their geographic location, at 
affordable rates. 

Public payphone: a telephone station made 
available to the public, for use against payment 
in the form of coins and/or credit or debit cards 
and/or prepayment cards, including cards 
used with numbering codes. 

Public telephone network: a 
telecommunication network used to provide 
pub l ic ly a c c e s s i b l e te lephone s e r v i c e s . 
Between network termination points, it permits 
the t r a n s m i s s i o n not only of vo ice 
communicat ion but a lso of other forms of 
communication such as facsimile and data 
transmission. 

Publicly accessible telephone service: 
service made available to the public to enable 
people to make and receive domestic and 
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international calls, and to access emergency 
serv ices by dial ing one or more numbers 
establ ished for that purpose in national or 
international numbering plans. It may also 
include the provision of one or more of the 
following services, where applicable: operator 
a s s i s t a n c e ; t e l e p h o n e and /o r d i rec tory 
in format ion ; pub l i c p a y p h o n e s ; other 
spec ia l i zed serv ices ; spec ia l serv ices for 
disabled persons or persons having specific 
social needs; and non-geographic services. 

Art ic le 2: 
Ob jec t ives and scope 

1. The purpose of this Supplementary Act is to 
harmonize condi t ions so as to enable all 
citizens to connect to communication networks 
accessible to everyone at affordable rates. 

2 This Supplementary Act lays down the rules 
applicable to universal access/service within 
the countries of the E C O W A S zone, and sets 
out in particular the role of Member States in 
establishing and implementing rules in the 
following areas: 

a) c rea t ing a regu la to ry and po l icy 
env i ronment f avo rab le to un ive rsa l 
access/service; 

b) des ign ing and identi fying regulatory 
reform measures; 

c) promoting innovative regulatory policies; 

d) assu r ing a c c e s s to in format ion and 
communication infrastructures; 

e) providing subs id ies for f inancing and 
managing universal access/service policy; 

f) assuring cooperation in the provision of 
service; 

g) assur ing the oversight and review of 
policies; 

h) es tab l i sh i ng an ob l iga t ion to put 
emergency services in place. 

CHAPTER II: 
ROLE OF THE AUTHORITIES 

Art ic le 3: 
Creat ion of a regulatory and pol icy 

env i r onmen t c o n d u c i v e to un iversa l 
a c c e s s / s e r v i c e 

Member States shall take all necessary measures 
in order: 

a) at the highest possible political level, to 
identify ICT as a tool for socio-economic 
development, designating to that end a 
national focal point such as a ministry, 
government department or well-known 
individual to champion the cause of ICT 
development; 

b) to e s t a b l i s h na t iona l regulatory 
authorities and provide them with the 
means to play a key role in implementing 
un i ve rsa l a c c e s s po l i c i es , first by 
address ing the market eff iciency gap 
(letting the market del iver un iversal 
access/service), and then by tackling the 
true access gap; 

c) to make national regulatory authorities 
responsib le for implementing policies 
geared towards the provision of services 
that are of the highest possible quality, 
reliable and affordable, and which satisfy 
the needs of users both present and 
future; 

d) to d e v e l o p their c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
frameworks through telecommunication 
sector, institutional and legislative reform 
in line with international best practices but 
with due regard for local requirements; 

e) to include, in the definition of universal 
access/service policies, all citizens and 
elements of the population regardless of 
ethnic origin, soc io-economic level or 
geographic location. 

Art ic le 4: 
Des ign ing po l ic ies and de termin ing 

regu la tory re fo rm measures 

1. M e m b e r Sta tes sha l l take all necessa ry 
measures in order to: 

a) formulate a national policy that identifies 
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appropr ia te and rea l i s t i c un i ve rsa l 
access/service objectives which take into 
accoun t the d i f f e rences be tween 
universal access (public access to ICTs) 
and un i ve rsa l s e r v i c e (pr ivate or 
household access to ICTs); 

b) as frequently as possible, conduct public 
consultations with stakeholders to identify 
their needs and modify universal access/ 
service policies, regulations and practices 
accordingly; 

c) design universal access/service policies, 
regu la t ions and p rac t i ces to c reate 
incentives for the private sector to extend 
universal a c c e s s to communica t ions 
services; 

d) use a mu l t i -p ronged a p p r o a c h to 
add ress ing un iversa l a c c e s s / s e r v i c e 
challenges and opportunities, relying on 
complementary strategies to meet the 
targets that have been set; 

e) es tab l i sh a fair and t ransparen t 
telecommunication regulatory framework 
that promotes universal access to ICTs 
while al lowing the market to address 
universal access/service to the greatest 
extent possible, intervening only where 
the market has failed or seems likely to 
do so. This entails: 
i) promoting technological ly neutral 

licensing practices enabling service 
providers to use the most cost-
ef fect ive techno logy to prov ide 
services for end users; 

ii) adopting a transparent and non
d i sc r im ina to ry i n te rconnec t ion 
framework in which interconnection 
rates are linked to costs; 

iii) reducing regulatory burdens to lower 
the costs of providing services to 
end users; 

iv) p romot ing compet i t i on in the 
prov is ion of a full range of ICT 
s e r v i c e s to i n c r e a s e a c c e s s , 
affordability, availability and use of 
ICTs. 

2 Where it is necessa ry for regulators and 
pol icymakers to intervene to facilitate the 
delivery of universal access/service: 

a) pub l ic a c c e s s s t ra teg ies shou ld be 

explored in addition to private universal 
service strategies; 

b) both pay and play strategies should be 
employed, but where possible operators 
should be encouraged to invest in rural, 
remote and low-income populations and 
areas; 

c) countries can use regulatory reform as 
the first s tep in ach iev ing un iversa l 
access , recognizing that further steps 
may be necessary to achieve ubiquitous 
access to ICTs, e.g. in rural areas or for 
users with special needs; 

d) appropriate licensing schemes for rural 
service providers could be set up to meet 
the needs of unserved and underserved 
areas. 

Art ic le 5: 
P romot ing innovat ive regulatory pol ic ies 

Member States shall: 

a) p romote a c c e s s to low-cos t b roadband 
interconnectivity from the local level to the 
internat ional leve l , involving government 
authorities, companies and non-governmental 
organizations; 

b) adopt regulatory f rameworks that support 
app l i ca t i ons s u c h as e -educa t ion and 
e-government; 

c) adopt policies aimed at increasing access to 
the internet and broadband services, based 
on their own market structure, such that the 
policies reflect diversity in culture, language 
and social interests; 

d) ensure that national regulatory authorities work 
with s takeho lde rs to expand broadband 
coverage and use through multi-stakeholder 
pa r tne rsh ips , in para l le l to government 
initiatives to promote financially sustainable 
programs, particularly with a view to bridging 
the market gap that may ex is t in some 
countries; 

e) adopt regulatory regimes that facilitate the use 
of all transport media, whether wire line, power 
l ine , c a b l e , w i r e l e s s or any other new 
technology; 
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f) ensure that national regulatory authorities put 
forward init iatives for encourag ing public 
access to broadband and internet services in 
schools, libraries and other community centers; 

g) ensure that national regulatory authorities 
implement harmonized spectrum allocations 
consistent with the ITU radio communication 
con fe rence p r o c e s s and e a c h count ry 's 
national interest. 

CHAPTER III: 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION AND 

COMMUNICATION INFRASTRUCTURES 

Art ic le 6: 
General p r i nc ip l es 

With a view to facilitating access to information and 
communicat ion infrastructures, Member States 
shall: 

a) within a competit ive framework, foster the 
introduction of innovative services using new 
technologies at an affordable level of pricing; 

b) promote affordable ICT equipment, which 
could include national manufacturing of ICT 
equipment, reduced customs tariffs and duties 
and end-user loans to make ICT equipment 
more affordable; 

c) develop a full range of public access options, 
including the creation of public telecenters and 
multipurpose community centers; 

d) develop local projects and input, including 
content that is useful for local populations, 
thereby increasing their relevance and hence 
their long-term financial sustainability; 

e) institute education and training programs to 
encourage the use of ICTs and their impact 
on local people, thereby increasing the long-
term financial sustainability of ICT projects. 

Art ic le 7: 
Avai lab i l i ty of un iversa l access/serv ice 

Without prejudice to more generous domest ic 
measures, Member States shall commit themselves 
to taking the necessary steps to ensure that, as a 
minimum, the entire population within their territories 
have access to the services listed in this chapter, 
regardless of their geographic location and at 
affordable prices. 

Art ic le 8: 
Prov is ion of the te lecommun ica t i on service 

Member States shal l ensure that requests for 
connection to a telecommunication network are 
sat isf ied by at least one operator and may, if 
necessary, designate one or more operators to that 
effect, such that all parts of the national territory 
are covered. The connection provided must be 
such as to enable the user to make domestic and 
in ternat iona l c a l l s , s e n d and rece ive vo ice 
messages and fax and data transmissions, and 
connect to the internet with an adequate transfer 
rate. 

Art ic le 9: 
D i rec to r ies and te lephone 

i n fo rma t i on serv ices 

1. Member States shall ensure that: 

a) a directory, which may be printed of 
e l ec t ron i c or bo th , con ta in ing the 
credentials of all subscribers, including 
their f i xed and mobi le te lephone 
numbers, is made available to users in a 
form approved by the national regulatory 
authority; 

b) at leas t one te lephone in format ion 
service covering all listed subscribers is 
available to all users, including users of 
public telephone booths; 

c) companies providing the above services 
apply the principles of non-discrimination 
to the processing and presentation of 
in format ion p rov ided to them by 
operators. 

2. Member States shall undertake to give effect 
to these provisions with all due respect for the 
applicable legal and regulatory provisions in 
force in regard to personal data and privacy 
protection. In particular, where subscribers 
expressly so request, their information shall 
not be included in any directory. 

Art ic le 10: 
Emergency serv ices 

Member States shall ensure that emergency calls 
can be made free of charge from any fixed or mobile 
telephone, including telephone booths. 

Art ic le 11: 
Publ ic access and publ ic payphones 

1. In order, among other things, to enable users 
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not subscribed to the telephone service to 
have a c c e s s there to , M e m b e r S ta tes 
undertake to ensure that public payphones 
are installed, under reasonable conditions, in 
terms of quantity and geographic distribution. 

2. Without prejudice to more generous domestic 
legislation, Member States shall ensure that 
national regulatory authorities are in a position 
to impose schedules for the deployment of 
public payphones, with the aim of having at 
least one public payphone in each locality 
number ing 500 inhab i tan ts or more by 
31 December 2010. E C O W A S will monitor the 
implementation of this measure on an annual 
basis. 

Art ic le 12: 
Speci f ic measures in favour of 

certa in soc ia l g roups 

Where the need exists, Member States shall take 
spec i f i c m e a s u r e s to ensure that users with 
disabilities or special social needs have equivalent 
and a f fo rdab le a c c e s s to pub l i c ly ava i l ab le 
te lephone se rv i ces , including emergency and 
directory services at an affordable price. 

Art ic le 13: 
Rev iewing the scope of 

un ive rsa l access / se rv i ce 

1. With a view to monitor ing and reviewing 
policies, Member States must, on the one 
hand, adopt measurable targets for improving 
connectivity and access to ICT use, which can 
be based on distance, population density or 
length of time needed to have access to ICTs, 
and, on the other hand, hold periodic reviews 
of un i ve rsa l a c c e s s / s e r v i c e po l i c i es , 
regulations and practices in order to adapt to 
the evolving nature of ICT services and end-
user needs. 

2. Member States shall periodically review the 
scope of the universal service, in particular 
with a v iew to mak ing p roposa l s for its 
modification or redefinit ion. The first such 
review shall be held not later than two years 
following the date of entry into force of this 
Supplementary Act, and thereafter a review 
shall be held every three years. 

3. The review shal l take account of soc ia l , 
economic and technological developments, 
and shal l have part icular regard to data 

mobility and transfer rates for the technologies 
most w ide ly u s e d by the majori ty of 
subscribers. Member States shall inform the 
Commission of any changes. 

Art ic le 14: 
Mandato ry add i t iona l serv ices 

E C O W A S Member States may decide to make 
additional services accessible to the public, within 
their national territory, beyond those services that 
already come under the heading of universal 

service obligations as defined in this chapter. 

CHAPTER IV: 
IMPLEMENTATION AND MANAGEMENT OF 

UNIVERSAL ACCESS/SERVICE 

Art ic le 15: 
Coopera t ion and management of 

un i ve rsa l access /se rv i ce 

Cooperat ion in this area must be explored on 
several levels: 

a) between the private sector and communities, 
so that where possible the market can deliver 
universal access/service; 

b) between communit ies, government and the 
private sector, to ensure that the access gap 
is dealt with in a manner that is relevant to 
communities; 

c) within government, to reap the full benefits of 
ICTs, beyond infrastructure and technology, 
and extending to health, education, agriculture 
and other sectors. 

Art ic le 16: 
A r rangements for imp lementa t ion 

1. Member States shal l determine the most 
e f fec t ive and app rop r ia te app roach for 
ensur ing the implementat ion of universal 
service, with due respect for the principles of 
objectivity, transparency, non-discrimination 
and proportionality. They shall endeavour to 
keep market d is to r t ions to a m in imum, 
particularly where they take the form of service 
provision at rates or under conditions which 
differ from those normally prevail ing in a 
commercial operation, while protecting the 
public interest. 

2. To these ends, Member States may, where 

68 



December 2006/January 2007 ECOWAS Official Journal Vol. 50 

necessary, designate one or more companies 
to ensure the provision of universal service, 
as defined in Articles 7, 8, 9 and 10, such that 
all parts of the territory can be covered . 
Member States may designate companies or 
different groups of compan ies to provide 
different components of universal access / 
service and/or to cover different parts of the 
national territory. 

3. Where Member States designate companies 
to fulfill universal service obligations over all 
or part of the national territory, they shall do 
so through a mechan ism that is effective, 
objective, transparent and non-discriminatory, 
and which does not exclude any company a 
priori. 

Art ic le 17: 
Qual i ty of the serv ice prov ided by 

des igna ted c o m p a n i e s 

1. M e m b e r S ta tes sha l l e n s u r e that the 
companies entrusted with the task of providing 
users with the services referred to in Articles 
7, 8, 9 and 10 of this Supplementary Act 
provide the national regulatory authority with 
a regular account of their activities and results 
achieved in that regard. 

2. National regulatory authorities shall establish 
pe r fo rmance ob jec t i ves for c o m p a n i e s 
a s s u m i n g un i ve rsa l s e r v i c e ob l iga t ions 
pursuant to Art icles 7, 8, 9 and 10 of this 
Supplementary Act, in accordance with the 
procedures described in the present article. 

3. Pursuant to the Supplementary Act on the 
ha rmon iza t i on of r e g i m e s app l i cab le to 
telecommunicat ion network operators and 
service providers, individual l icenses may 
specify results to be achieved for the provision 
of universal access/service. 

4. An entity's persistent failure to achieve the 
performance object ives and quality levels 
specified for the implementation of Article 3 of 
this S u p p l e m e n t a r y Ac t may enta i l the 
app l ica t ion of sanc t i ons by the nat ional 
regulatory authority. 

5. National regulatory authorities are entitled to 
requi re i ndependen t ver i f i ca t ion of an 
operator 's performance of the obl igations 
incumbent upon it pursuant to Articles 7, 8, 9 
and 10 of this Supplementary Act. 

CHAPTER V: 
FINANCING AND MANAGEMENT OF THE 

UNIVERSAL ACCESS POLICY 

Art ic le 18: 
Level and s t ruc tu re of pr ices 

1. National regulatory authorities shall ensure 
that the un iversa l serv ice is provided to 
everyone at affordable rates. They may, at the 
request of the minister in charge of the sector, 
require companies designated pursuant to 
Article 14 to make available to low-income or 
s p e c i a l - n e e d s u s e r s p r i ces , opt ions or 
s c h e m e s that differ from those normally 
p reva i l i ng in a c o m m e r c i a l opera t ion , 
particularly with a view to ensuring universal 
service. 

2. The conditions under which such facilities are 
granted must be proportional, transparent and 
non-discriminatory, and publicly promulgated. 

Art ic le 19: 
Calcu la t ing the cos t of un iversal service 

1. To assist national regulatory authorities in 
determining whether provision of the universal 
service places an unjustified burden on the 
companies designated as providers, Member 
States undertake to provide for the adoption 
of a method for calculating the costs of the 
universal service, based on net costs. 

2. The net cost corresponds to the difference 
between the investment and operational costs 
assoc ia ted with provision of the universal 
service and the relevant revenues. Relevant 
revenues are the direct and indirect revenues 
generated by the universal service. 

3. The net cost of any specia l pr ice-scheme 
of fers made by an opera to r to cer ta in 
categor ies of subscr ibers to ensure their 
a c c e s s to the un iversa l serv ice shal l be 
deducted from that operator's contribution to 
the universal service fund. 

4. The calculation of the net cost of the universal 
service obl igat ions shal l be submitted for 
auditing by an entity that is unconnected with 
the body responsible for managing the fund. 
The result of the net cost calculation and the 
audit conc lus ions shal l be made publicly 
available. 
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Art ic le 20: 
Fund ing of un iversa l access /serv ice 

1. Funding and subsidies must be targeted, and 
are to be determined and de l ivered in a 
manne r that is t r anspa ren t , non 
discriminatory, inexpensive and competitively 
neutral. 

2. Subs id ies can be provided using severa l 
means, including: 

a) a universal service fund, which should be 
deve loped as a mechan i sm within a 
broader market-or iented approach to 
achieving universal access; 

b) universal service funds can be financed 
by a broad range of market p layers, 
managed by neutral bod ies such as 
regulators, and be used to kick-start 
public a c c e s s projects that meet the 
needs of the local community; 

c) governments may a lso consider a full 
range of other financing mechanisms; 

d) competitive minimum subsidy auctions 
could be used, as an option, to reduce 
the amount of f inancing necessary for 
public a c c e s s projects f inanced by a 
universal service fund; 

e) public access projects can be designed 
to a c h i e v e long- te rm f inanc ia l sel f -
sus ta inab i l i t y , e s p e c i a l l y whe re 
consideration is given to innovative low-
cost technologies. 

CHAPTER VI: 
FINAL PROVISIONS 

Art ic le 2 1 : 
T ime- f rames fo r t ranspos i t i on 

1. Member States shall take all necessary steps 
to adapt their national sectoral legislation to 
this Supplementary Act no later than two years 
following the date of its entry into force. They 
shall inform the Commission of those steps 
immediately. 

. 2. The legal texts agreed to shal l contain a 
reference to this Supplementary Act or shall 
have such a reference attached to them when 
they are officially published. 

Art ic le 22: 
Imp lemen ta t i on 

1. W h e n , based on this Supplementary Act , 
national regulatory authorities take decisions 
that are liable to have an impact on exchanges 
be tween M e m b e r S ta tes and on the 
establ ishment of the common market and 
concern implementa t ion of the universal 
service development policy, Member States 
sha l l e n s u r e that the m e a s u r e s and 
substantiating arguments are communicated 
to the Commiss ion one month prior to their 
implementation. 

2. The national regulatory authority shall take into 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n the obse rva t i ons of the 
Commission. 

3. The measures shall take effect one month after 
the date on which they were communicated, 
unless the Commission informs the national 
regulatory authority that they are incompatible 
with this Supplementary Act. 

4. Under exceptional circumstances, where the 
nat ional regulatory authority cons iders it 
urgent to take action to safeguard competition 
and protect users ' interests, it may adopt 
p ropor t iona te m e a s u r e s immedia te ly , 
appl icable for a limited period only. Those 
measures shall be communicated without delay 
to the Commission for comment. 

5. When Member States adopt transposit ion 
measures for this Supplementary Act, they 
shall ensure that the planned measures along 
with subs tan t i a t i ng a rgumen ts are 
communicated to the Commission one month 
prior to implementation of the measures. 

6. Member States shall take into consideration 
the observat ions of the Commiss ion . The 
measures shall take effect one month after the 
date on which they were communicated, unless 
the Commission informs the Member States 
that the measures proposed are incompatible 
with this Supplementary Act. 

7. Member States shal l communicate to the 
Commission any provisions of domestic law 
which they adopt in the field governed by this 
Supplementary Act. 
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Art ic le 23: 
In fo rmat ion repor t 

Member States shal l , no later than six months 
fo l lowing the date of entry into force of this 
S u p p l e m e n t a r y Ac t , c o m m u n i c a t e to the 
Commission the steps taken or which are in the 
course of approval or implementat ion for the 
purpose of implementing this Supplementary Act. 

Art ic le 24: 
Pub l i ca t ion 

This Supplementary Act shall be published by the 
Commission in the Official Journal of the Community 
within thirty (30) days of its s ignature by the 
Chairman of Authority. It shall also be published by 
each Member State in its National Gazette within 
the same time frame. 

Art ic le 25: 
Entry in to force 

1. This Supplementary Act shall enter into force 
upon its publication. Consequently, signatory 
States and E C O W A S Institutions pledge to 
commence the implementation of its provisions 
on its entry into force. 

2. This Supplementary Act is annexed to the 
E C O W A S Treaty of which it is an integral part. 

Art ic le 26: 
Deposi tory Author i t y 

This Supplementary Act shall be deposited with the 
Commiss ion which shal l transmit certified true 
copies thereof to all the Member States and shall 
register it with the African Union, the United Nations 
and such other organisat ions as Counc i l may 
determine. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE ECONOMIC 
COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES, HAVE SIGNED THIS SUPPLEMENTARY ACT 

DONE AT OUAGADOUGOU, THIS 19™ DAY OF JANUARY 2007 

IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH, FRENCH AND PORTUGUESE LANGUAGES, ALL THREE (3) 
TEXTS BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC. 

His Excel lency Thomas Boni Yayi 
President of jthe Republic of Benin 

His Excel lency Blaise Compaore 
Chairjjtan of the Council of Ministers 

President of the Faso 
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President of the Republic of The Gambia 

Hon. Sidibe Fatoumata KABA 
Minister of International Cooperation 
For and on behalf of the President 

of the Republic of Guinea 

His Excel(ej iey^JoJ^rrA7Kufuor 
President of^he^Republ'c of Ghana 

His Excel lenc 
President of the 

/ Joao Bernardo Vieira 
Republic of Guinea Bissau 

Her Excel lency Ellen Johnson-S i r lea f 
President of the Republic of Liberia 

His Excel lency Toumani Toure 
President of the Republic of Mali 

His Excel lency Mamadou Tandja 
President of the Republic of Niger 

His Excel lency Olusegun Obasanjo 
President, Commander in Chief of the Armed 

Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 

His Exce 
President ! 

cy Abdou laye Wade 
the Republic of Senegal 

• U ^ 

Hon. Mohammed Daramy" 
Minister of Development and Economic 

Planning, for and on behalf of the President 
of the Republic of Sierra Leone 

His Excel lency Faure Essozimna Gnass ingbe 
President of the Togolese Republic 
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