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SUPPLEMENTARY ACT A/SA.8/01/07 ADOPTING 
THE E C O W A S P O L I C Y ON D I S A S T E R 
REDUCTION 

THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES, 

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8 and 9 of the E C O W A S 
Treaty as amended establishing the Authority of 
Heads of State and Government and defining its 
composition and functions; 

MINDFUL of Article 29 of the said Treaty relating to 
the environment, which commits member States to 
cooperate in the event of natural disasters, adopt 
policies, strategies and programmes at national and 
regional levels and establish appropriate institutions 
to protect and enhance the environment; 

MINDFUL of Article 3, paragraphs (f) and 0) of the 
Protocol relating to the Mechan ism for Conflict 
P r e v e n t i o n , M a n a g e m e n t and R e s o l u t i o n , 
Peacekeeping and Security, which set for E C O W A S 
the ob jec t i ve , a m o n g o the rs , of c rea t ing 
implementing institutions for appropriate policies 
c a p a b l e of fac i l i ta t ing the coo rd ina t i on of 
humanitar ian and rescue miss ions as well as 
adopt ing env i r onmen ta l p ro tec t ion and 
rehabilitation measures; 

R E C A L L I N G the achievements of the International 
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduct ion (1990 -
2000); 

R E C A L L I N G further the Yokohama International 
Strategy for Disaster reduction (ISDR) launched in 
2000; 

R E C A L L I N G also the "Hyogo Framework of Action 
2005 - 2015", which defines the orientations and 
the five measures for expanding and deepening 
local and/or international actions for minimising 
disaster risks; 

TAKING A C C O U N T of the regional initiatives of the 
African Union in col laboration with the N E P A D 
Secretariat, which led to the formulation of an 
African strategy for disaster risk reduction (the 
African Strategy) with the support of the Secretariat 
of the United Nations International Strategy for 
Disaster Reduction and the African Development 
Bank; 

T A K I N G F U R T H E R A C C O U N T of the 
recommendations of the 10th African Ministerial 

Meet ing on the environment, which led to the 
endorsement of the "African Strategy"; 

B E A R I N G IN MIND the recommendations of the 
A f r i can Un ion S u m m i t he ld in 2004 , wh ich 
prescribed the formulation of a programme of action 
for the implementation of the 2005 - 2010 "African 
Strategy"; 

C O N S I D E R I N G that the operat ional mandate 
g ran ted E C O W A S by Ar t i c le 29 a f o r e - s a i d , 
empowers it to integrate disaster risk reduction into 
its sub-regional disaster risk reduction programme 
and into its sub - reg iona l p rogramme for the 
reduction of poverty and the promotion of security 
and sustainable development; 

NOTING that in that regard, E C O W A S adopted 
disaster risk reduction as one of its operational 
themes and consequently took part in appraisal 
meetings and seminars on disaster risk reduction 
organised by the UN/ ISDR; 

C O N S I D E R I N G that the fifty-first session of the 
Council of Ministers held in Accra in 2003 instituted 
a technical committee, which it charged with defining 
a m e c h a n i s m for d i sas te r managemen t and 
formulating a pol icy for the reduction of such 
disasters; 

D E T E R M I N E D to provide the sub-region with a 
disaster reduction policy; 

U P O N THE RECOMMENDATION of the fifty-seventh 
s e s s i o n of the C o u n c i l of M in is te rs , held in 
Ouagadougou from 18 to 19 December 2006; 

AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

ARTICLE 1 

The E C O W A S Po l i cy on D isas ter Reduct ion , 
attached hereto, is hereby adopted. 

ARTICLE 2 

This Supplementary Act shall be published by the 
Commission in the Official Journal of the Community 
within thirty (30) days of its s ignature by the 
Chairman of the Authority. It shall also be published 
within the same time frame by each Member State 
in its National Gazette. 
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ARTICLE 3 

1. This Supplementary Act shall enter into force 
upon its publication. Consequently, member 
signatory States and E C O W A S Institutions 
pledge to commence the implementation of its 
provisions on its entry into force. 

2. This Supplementary Act shall be attached as 
an annex to the E C O W A S Treaty of which it is 
an integral part. 

ARTICLE 4 

This Supplementary Act shall be deposited with the 
Commission, which shall submit certified true copies 
thereof to all the Member States, and shall register 
the Supplementary Act with the African Union, the 
Un i ted Na t i ons O r g a n i s a t i o n and with any 
organisation as may be determined by Council. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE ECONOMIC 
COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES, HAVE SIGNED THIS SUPPLEMENTARY ACT 

DONE AT OUAGADOUGOU, THIS 1 9 t h DAY OF JANUARY 2007 

IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH, FRENCH AND PORTUGUESE LANGUAGES, ALL THREE (3) 
TEXTS BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC. 

His Ex/cellenpy^Thomas Boni Yayi 
Presiaejit 'of the Republic of Benin 

His Excel lency Blaise Compaore 
O a l r m a n of the Council of Ministers 

President of the Faso 

President of the Republic of Cabo Verde His Excel lency Laurent Gbagbo 
President of the Republic of Cote D' I voire 
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Hon. Sidibe Fatoumata KABA 
Minister of International Cooperation 
For and on behalf of the President 

of the Republic of Guinea 

Her Excel lency El len Johnson-S i r lea f 
President of the Republic of Liberia 

His E x c e l l e n t Joao Bernardo Vieira 
President of the Republic of Guinea Bissau 

His Excel lency Toumani Toure 
President of the Republic of Mali 

His Excel lency Mamadou Tandja 
President of the Republic of Niger 

His Excel lency O lusegun Obasanjo 
President, Commander in Chief of the Armed 

Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 

His ExC| 
President 

y Abdou laye Wade 
Republic of Senegal 

Hon. Mohammed Daramy 
Minister of Development and Economic 

Planning, for and on behalf of the President 
of the Republic of Sierra Leone 

His Expediency Faftire Essoz imna Gnass ingbe 
president of the Togolese Republic 
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