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SUPPLEMENTARY ACT A/SA.7/01/08 ADOPTING 
THE ECOWAS COMMON APPROACH ON 
MIGRATION 

THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES 

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8 and 9 of the ECOWAS 
Treaty as amended, establishing the Authority of 
Heads of State and Government and defining its 
composition and functions; 

MINDFUL of Protocol A/P.1/5/79 relating to free 
movement of persons and goods; 

RECALLING Resolution 60/227 of 7 April 2006 of 
the United Nations General Assembly on 
International Migration and development; 

RECALLING also the International Convention on 
the protection of the rights of migrant workers and 
members of their family, which took effect in July 
2003; 

RECALLING also the OAU 1969 Convention on the 
Status of refugees in Africa; 

RECALLING also the New York High-level Dialogue 
on Migration and Development; 

TAKING account of the Rabat Declaration and Plan 
of Action of July 2006; 

E Q U A L L Y TAKING account of the Tripoli 
Declaration of November 2006; 

MINDFUL of the Final Communique of the 30th 
Ordinary Summit of Heads of State and 
Government mandating the ECOWAS Commission 
to map out a common approach on migration; 

MINDFUL of the recommendation of the Meeting 
of the ECOWAS Mediation and Security Council of 
20 December requesting the E C O W A S 
Commission President to continue discussions with 
a view to defining a common approach to the 
management of intra-regional and Europe-bound 
migration in all its ramification; 

CONSIDERING the positive impacts of international 
migration on host and countries of origin when well 
managed; 

OBSERVING, however, that for some years, the 
migratory phenomenon has been a veritable 
problem with disastrous consequences on the 

African youth in general and West African youth in 
particular; 

NOTING equally that this phenomenon goes hand-
in-hand with trafficking in human beings in all its 
ramifications, which ECOWAS Member States have 
already reaffirmed their desire to control; 

AWARE that this phenomenon seriously affects the 
production of the working masses of Member 
States and subsequently the economy of the sub-
region; 

CONVINCED that migration-related issues require 
the individual and collective efforts of Member 
States with a view to finding a global and 
appropriate solution thereto; 

RESOLVED in curbing this phenomenon or at least 
minimising its expansion and subsequently adopt 
a common approach for ECOWAS; 

AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

Article 1 

The ECOWAS common Approach on Migration 
attached hereto is hereby adopted. 

Article 2 

Member States shall undertake all relevant 
measures for the effective implementation of the 
strategies set out in the E C O W A S common 
Approach on Migration. 

Article 3 

This Supplementary Act shall be published by the 
Commission in the Official Journal of the 
Community within thirty (30) days of its signature 
by the Chairman of the Authority. It shall equally 
be published by each Member State in its National 
Gazette within the same time. 

Article 4 

1. This Supplementary Act shall enter into force 
upon publication. Consequently, the 
signatory Member States and E C O W A S 
Institutions undertake to begin the 
implementation of its provisions upon its 
entry into force. 

2. This Supplementary Act shall be annexed to 
the E C O W A S Treaty of which it shall 
constitute an integral part. 
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Article 5 

This Supplementary Act shall be deposited with the 
Commission which shall transmit certified true 
copies of the act to all Member States and have it 
registered with the African Union, the United Nations 
Organization and any other organization that 
Council may determine. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF WE, HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF 
THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES, 

HAVE SIGNED THIS SUPPLEMENTARY ACT. 

DONE AT OUAGADOUGOU THIS 18™ DAY OF JANUARY 2008. 

IN A SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH, FRENCH AND PORTUGUESE LANGUAGE, 
THE THREE (3) TEXTS BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC 

H. E. Mr. Pascal I. KOUPAKIj 
Minister in charge of Development 

and Research for and on behalf of the 
President of the Republic of BENIN 

COMPAORE 
of FASO, Chairman of 

Council of Ministers 

H. E. Mr. Jose BRITO 
Minister of Economic Growth and 
Competitiveness of the Republic 
of Cape Verde for and on behalf 
of the Republic of CAPE VERDE 

H. E. Mme Aja Isatou NJIE-SAIDY 
Vice President of the Republic of the 

The Gambia for and on behalf of 
the President of the Republic of 

THE GAMBIA 

H. E. Mr. Laurent GBAGE 
President of the Republic of Cote d'lvoire 

H. J^-lvTr. John Agyekum KUFUOR 
President of the Republic of GHANA 
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H. E. Me Abdoul Kabele CAMARA 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Cooperation, 
Integration in Africa and Guineans in the 

Diaspora for and on behalf of the President 
of the Republic of GUINEA 

< ^ M ^ < 4 ^ 
H. E. Mme Ellen JOHNSON-SIRLEAF 
President of the Republic of LIBERIA 

H.E. Mrrfflartihho DAFA KABI 
Prime Minister of the Republic 

of GUINEA BISSAU 

^ ) 

H. E. Mr. Amadou Toumani TOURE 
President of the Republic of MALI 

H. E. Mr. Seini OUMAROU 
Prime' Minister of the Republic of Niger 

for and on behalf of the President 
of the Republic of NIGER 

H. E. Mr. Abdou Aziz SOW 
Presidential Adviser in charge of NEPAD 
for and on behalf of the President of the 

Republic of SENEGAL 

H. E. Dr. Goodluck Ebele JONATHAN 
Vice President of the Federal Republic 

of Nigeria for and on behalf of the 
President and Commander-in-Chief 
of the Armed Forces of the Federal 

Republic of NIGERIA 

.flirt i 
H. E Mr. Ernesf Bai KOROMA 

President of the Republic of 
SIERRA LEONE 

E. Mr. Komla MALY 
Prime Minister of the Republic of Togo 
for and on behalf of the President of 

the TOGOLESE Republic 
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