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Art ic le 4 

P u b l i c a t i o n 

Th i s R e g u l a t i o n s h a l l be p u b l i s h e d by the 
Executive Secretariat in the Official Journal of the 
Community within thirty (30) days of its signature 
by the Chairman of the Council of Ministers. 

It shall also be publ ished within the same t ime
f rame by each M e m b e r Sta te in its Nat iona l 
Gazette 

DONE AT LOME, 
THIS 22ND DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1996 

HON. AYO OGUNLADE 
CHAIRMAN 

FOR COUNCIL 

R E G U L A T I O N C /REG. 6/11/96 INSTITUTING 
THE ECOWAS PRESS CARD 

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, 

MINDFUL of Articles 10, 11 and 12 of the Revised 
Trentv of the Economic Community of West African 
States (FCOWAS) establ ish ing the Counci l of 
Min i s te r s and de f i n i ng i ts c o m p o s i t i o n and 
functions: 

MINDFUL of Articles 65 and 66 of the Revised 
ECOWAS Treaty relating to cooperation in the area 
of information; 

M INDFUL of Decis ion C/DEC. 9/12/94 of the 
Council of Ministers adopting an ECOWAS Priority 
P rog ramme of Act ion and In fo rmat ion wh ich 
provides for the institution ot an ECOWAS Press 
Card; 

DESIRING to facilitate frequent interaction of West 
African media practit ioners and to enable them 
obtain better access to information about Member 
States and Community activities; 

ON THE RECOMMENDATION of the Seventh 
M e e t i n g of the Soc ia l and C u l t u r a l A f fa i rs 
Commission held in Lagos from 31st January to 
2nd February, 1996; 

ENACTS 

Ar t ic le 1 

E s t a b l i s h m e n t 

An ECOWAS Press Card is hereby established 

Ar t ic le 2 

O b j e c t i v e s 

The primary objectives of the Press Card is to 
fac i l i ta tes f requen t in teract ion be tween West 
African media practitioners in order to: 

(a) enable them obtain better access to 
information about Member States and 
Community activities; and 

b) enhance their output in the promotion 
of Community objectives. 

Ar t ic le 3 

Pr iv i leges t o be acco rded t o t he Ho lde rs o f t he 
Press Card 

The holder of the Press Card shall be accorded 
the following privileges: 

(a) he/she shall have priority and better 
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access to all information on integration 
at both national or community levels; 

(b) h e / s h e sha l l be a u t o m a t i c a l l y 
accredited to cover all meetings and 
other events dealing with integration 
matters within the ECOWAS region; 

(c) he / she s h a l l , wh i le on o f f i c ia l 
assignment, be entitled to rebate on 
air f a r e s , ho te l b i l ls a n d 
telecommunications charges. 

These concessions shal l be negot iated by the 
Executive Secretariat with the national authorities 
a n d a g e n c i e s c o n c e r n e d a n d sha l l be 
communicated to all card holders. 

Ar t ic le 4 

I ssuance, Renewal and Wi thdrawa l 

1. The press Card shall only be issued to a 
Community citizen. 

2. The Pres's Card sha l l be i ssued to a 
r e c o g n i s e d p rac t i s i ng j o u r n a l i s t who 
specialises in reporting regional integration 
matters upon; 

(a) his written application; or 

(b) h is n o m i n a t i o n by a med ia 
o r g a n or assoc ia t i on in the 
Member State. 

3. The appl icat ion or nominat ion shal l be 
c o n s i d e r e d by a Se lec t C o m m i t t e e 
comprising representatives of the Ministry 
of Information, National Press Association, 
West African Journalists' Association, the 
media organ for which the applicant works 
or the s p o n s o r i n g m e d i a o r g a n and 
ECOWAS National Unit in the Member State 
concerned. 

4. The Select Committee shall determine the 
cr i ter ia for e l ig ib i l i ty for all appf icants . 
Emphasis should, however, be made on the 
applicants commitment to contribute to the 
achievement of the goals and objectives of 
the Community. 

5. The Select Commit tee shall establish its 
own rules of procedure. 

6. The Press Card shall be valid for two years 
and renewable every two years. 

7. A l l a p p l i c a t i o n s for r e n e w a l sha l l be 
supported with the evidence of activities 
carried out in promoting and reporting of 
West African integration issues. 

8. The Select Committee shall have the right, 
after due invest igat ion, to withdraw the 
Press Card on the following grounds: 

(a) the holder has been found guilty 
of professional misconduct the 
nature of which is likely to bring 
the Community into disrepule, 

(b) the ho lde r has c e a s e d to 
practise as a journalist; 

(c) any other reasons that may be 
d e e m e d a c c e p t a b l e by the 
Select Committee. 

Ar t ic le 5 

Design of the Press Card 

The Executive Secretariat shall design the Press 
Card and shall make it avai lable to the Select 
Committee through the ECOWAS National Unit of 
each Member State. 

Ar t ic le 6 

This Regu la t i on sha l l be p u b l i s h e d by the 
Executive Secretariat in the Official Journal of the 
Community within thirty (30) days of its signature 
by the Chairman of the Council of Ministers. 

It shall also be published within the same time
f rame by each Member State in its Nat ional 
Gazette. 
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DONE AT LOME, 
THIS 22ND DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1996 

HON. AYO OGUNLADE 
CHAIRMAN, 

FOR COUNCIL 

REGULATION C/REG. 7/11/96 ESTABLISHING 
AN ECOWAS REGIONAL MEDIA TRUST FUND 

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, 

MINDFUL ol Articles 10, 11 and 12 of the Revised 
Treaty of the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) establ ish ing the Counci l of 
M i n i s t e r s a n d d e f i n i n g i ts c o m p o s i t i o n a n d 
functions; 

MINDFUL of Articles 65 and 66 of the Revised 
Treaty re la t ing to coope ra t i on in the a rea of 
information; 

MINDFUL of the provisions of the ECOWAS Priority 
Programme of Action on Information adopted by 
Decision C/DEC. 9/12/94 dated 17th December, 
1994 of the Council of Ministers which, inter alia, 
mandates the Executive Secretariat to establish a 
Regional Media Trust Fund to encourage reporting 

and broadcasting of regional integration matters 
within the Community; 

C O N S I D E R I N G the need to keep Communi ty 
citizens constantly informed of the major decisions 
taken on their rights and obl igat ions within the 
Community; 

CONSIDERING also the fact that a Regional Media 
Trust Fund will strengthen the role of press organs 
and med ia p rac t i t i oners in the p romo t i on of 
ECOWAS ideals and objectives; 

ON THE RECOMMENDATION of the Seventh 
M e e t i n g of the Soc ia l a n d Cu l t u ra l A f fa i r s 
Commission held in Lagos from 31st January to 
2nd February, 1996, 

ENACTS 

Art ic le 1 

1. The Regional Media Trust Fund is hereby 
established at the Executive Secretariat. 

2. The Trust Fund shall be placed in a special 
account to be operated by the Executive 
Secretariat in accordance with the Financial 
Regulat ions and Manual of Account ing 
Procedure of the Community Institutions. 

Ar t ic le 2 

The Trust Fund shall be financed through voluntary 
contributions by Member States and from: 

(a) interests from bank deposits; 

(b) ex te rna l dono r a g e n c i e s a n d 
organisations; 

(c) pr ivate ind iv iduals wi th in the sub-
region; and 

(d) any o the r sou rce as ' may be 
determined by Council. 

Ar t ic le 3 

The Fund shall be used to finance the following 
activities: 

(a) conduct seminars , workshops and 
study tours; 
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