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REGULATION REG.22/12/06 ON THE ADOPTION 
OF A CODE OF CONDUCT FOR INTERNAL 
AUDITORS OF COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS 

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, 

MINDFUL of Articles 10,11, and 12 of the E C O W A S 
Treaty as amended in June 2006 establishing the 
Council of Ministers and defining their composition 
and functions; 

R E C O G N I S I N G the need to promote a culture of 
e th ica l conduc t a m o n g in terna l aud i to rs in 
Community Institutions; 

H A V I N G N O T E D that internal audi t ing is an 
independent, objective assurance and consulting 
activity that helps an organisation accomplish its 
objectives by bringing a systemat ic discipl ined 
a p p r o a c h to eva lua t i ng and improv ing the 
effectiveness of risk management , control and 
governance processes; 

DESIRING therefore to adopt a code of conduct 
for internal Aud i to rs that wou ld enab le them 
discharge the function of internal auditing which 
will in turn add value and improve the operations 
of Community Institutions; 

O N T H E R E C O M M E N D A T I O N of the Third meeting 
of the Audit Committee which held in Abuja 23 - 25 
February 2006. 

ENACTS 

ARTICLE 1 

A Code of conduct applicable to all internal Auditors 
working in Institutions of E C O W A S is hereby 
adopted as attached. 

ARTICLE 2 

The Code defines and prescribes conduct expected 
of the internal auditors as well as fundamental 
principles governing the professional practice of 
internal auditing. 

ARTICLE 3 

1. Any contravention of the Code of Conduct 
shall be reported to the Audit Committee 
wh ich sha l l m a k e appropr ia te 
recommendations to the Council of Ministers, 

2. Appropriate disciplinary measures may be 
i m p o s e d in a c c o r d a n c e with ex is t ing 
Community Regulations. 

ARTICLE 4 

This Regulation shall be published in the Official 
Journal of the Community by the Commission within 
thirty (30) days of its signature by the Chairman of 
the Council of Ministers. It shall also be published 
within the same time frame in the National Gazette 
of each Member State. 

DONE AT OUAGADOUGOU, 
THIS 19TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 2006 

HON. AICHATOU MINDAOUDOU, 
C H A I R P E R S O N , 

F O R THE COUNCIL . 
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