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IMPORTANT NOTICE
The Government Printing Works will not be held responsible for faxed documents not received due 
to errors on the fax machine or faxes received which are unclear or incomplete. Please be advised 
that an “OK” slip, received from a fax machine, will not be accepted as proof that documents were 
received by the GPW for printing. If documents are faxed to the GPW it will be the sender’s respon­
sibility to phone and confirm that the documents were received in good order.
Furthermore the Government Printing Works will also not be held responsible for cancellations and 
amendments which have not been done on original documents received from clients.
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

Closing times PRIOR TO PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES, GENERAL NOTICES, 
REGULATION NOTICES AND PROCLAMATIONS

The closing time is 15:00 sharp on the following days:

► 19 September, Thursday, for the issue of Friday 27 September 2013
► 12 December, Thursday, for the issue of Friday 20 December 2013
► 17 December, Tuesday, for the issue of Friday 27 December 2013
► 20 December, Friday, for the issue of Friday 3 January 2014

Late notices will be published in the subsequent 
issue, if under special circumstances, a late 

notice is accepted, a double tariff will be 
charged

The copy for a SEPARATE Govern­
ment Gazette must be handed in not 
later than three calendar weeks before 

date of publication

BELANGRIKE AANKONDIGING

Sluitingstye VOOR VAKANSIEDAE vir
GOEWERMENTS-, ALGEMENE- & REGULASIE- 

KENNISGEWINGS ASOOK PROKLAMASIES
Die sluitingstyd is stiptelik 15:00 op die volgende dae:

19 September, Donderdag, vir die uitgawe van Vrydag 27 September 2013
12 Desember, Donderdag, vir die uitgawe van Vrydag 20 Desember 2013
17 Desember, Dinsdag, vir die uitgawe van Vrydag 27 Desember 2013
20 Desember, Vrydag, vir die uitgawe van Vrydag 3 Januarie 2014

Laat kennisgewings sal in die daaropvolgende 
uitgawe geplaas word. Indien ’n laat kennisgewing 
wel, onder spesiale omstandighede, aanvaar word, 

sal ’n dubbeltarief gehef word

Wanneer ’n APARTE Staatskoerant 
verlang word moet die kopie drie 
kalenderweke voor publikasie inge- 

dien word\_____________ ______ ______________ <
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Government Notices
Goewermentskennisgewings

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY 
DEPARTEMENT VAN HANDEL EN NYWERHEID

No. R. 651 6 September 2013

NATIONAL REGULATOR FOR COMPULSORY SPECIFICATIONS ACT 
(Act 5 of 2008)

THE COMPULSORY SPECIFICATION FOR PLASTIC CARRIER BAGS AND 
FLAT BAGS- VC 8087

I, Dr. Rob Davies, Minister of Trade and Industry, under Section 13 (1) (a) of the 

National Regulator for Compulsory Specifications Act (Act 5 of 2008) and on 

recommendation of the NRCS Board, hereby declares the Compulsory 

Specification as set out in the attached schedule, with effect six (6) months from 

the date of publication of this notice.

Dr. Rob Davies, MP•/
Minister of Trade and Industry
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SCHEDULE

VC 8087

THE COMPULSORY SPECIFICATION FOR PLASTIC CARRIER BAGS AND 
FLAT BAGS

1. SCOPE

1.1 This compulsory specification covers the requirements for plastic carrier 
bags and flat bags that are made from virgin thermoplastics material or any 
percentage of recycled thermoplastics or filler materials that are intended for 
use to carry products from a point of sale to use.

1.2 This compulsory specification does not apply to refuse bags, barrier bags, 
bin liners, household plastic bags, zip lock bags or carrier bags made from 
materials other than those specified in paragraph 1.1.

2. DEFINITIONS

2.1 For the purposes of this compulsory specification, the definitions in 
SANS 695, Plastic carrier bags and flat bags shall apply.

2.2 In addition, the following definitions shall apply:

2.2.1 Applicant:
The manufacturer or importer of a type of bag. The manufacturer or importer 
shall be an established legal entity within the Republic of South Africa.

2.2.2 Approval:
Confirmation by the NRCS that a type of bag satisfies the requirements of this 
compulsory specification.

2.2.3 Conformity assessment body:
As referred to in the Conformity Assessment Policy of the NRCS.

2.2.6 The letter of authority certificate:
As defined in section 1 of the NRCS Act, 5 of 2008.

2.2.4 NRCS:
The National Regulator for Compulsory Specifications as established by the 
National Regulator for Compulsory Specifications Act, 2008 (Act No. 5 of 2008).
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2.2.5 Sell:
As defined in section 1 of the NRCS Act, 5 of 2008.

2.2.7 Type of bag.
A category of plastic carrier bag and/or flat bag of the same construction 
(textured or non-textured), irrespective of size, colour, material and/or 
decorative patterns or printing.

3. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS

3.1 Plastic carrier bags and flat bags shall comply with SANS 695, Plastic carrier 
bags and flat bags. For the purposes of this compulsory specification, the 
marking requirements in SANS 695 shall be excluded.

3.2 Each type of bag shall be approved in accordance with the requirements of 
Annexure A of this compulsory specification before it is imported, sold or 
supplied in the Republic of South Africa.

3.3 Plastic carrier bags and flat bags shall be so manufactured as to conform to 
the type of bag approved under this compulsory specification. Manufacturers 
and importers shall control production and/or conduct routine testing in 
accordance with Annexure B, to continuously verify that this condition is met.

3.4The applicant shall inform the NRCS of any change(s) in the construction 
material affecting any mandatory requirement of this compulsory 
specification. In the event of such change(s) the NRCS may, at its 
discretion, demand the submission of new evidence of conformity or a new 
application for approval.

4. Marking

The NRCS approval number shall appear prominently on all plastic carrier bags 
and flat bags in the following format:

NRCS Approval XXXXX.
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5. CONFORMITY TO REFERENCED STANDARDS

5.1 For the purposes of this compulsory specification, a new edition of a 
referenced standard shall become effective six months from the date of 
publication as a South African National Standard.

5.2When a new edition of a referenced standard is published, products 
originally approved in accordance with the previous edition of that standard 
may have their approval extended for up to two years from the effective date 
of the new standard, subject to the requirements of Annexure A, unless 
declared otherwise by the Minister.



8 No.36808 GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 6 SEPTEMBER 2013

ANNEXURE A
(Normative)

THE APPROVAL OF PLASTIC CARRIER BAGS AND FLAT BAGS

A.1: APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL

The applicant shall apply to the NRCS for approval of every type of bag. The 
application shall be accompanied by the following:

A.1.1 Information on the construction (textured or non-textured) and material of the 
type of bag.

A1.2 Details of the manufacturing plant(s) where the type of bag is produced and/or 
the physical address where the imported products are received, stored or distributed 
from.

A1.3 Evidence of conformity, including test reports issued less than 12 months 
before the date of submission to the NRCS, by a conformity assessment body 
recognised in terms of the NRCS Conformity Assessment Policy, to prove 
compliance with all the relevant requirements of this compulsory specification.

A1.4 The intended position of the approval number on the bag as set out in Section 
no. 4 of this compulsory specification.

A1.5 Information with regards to the body that will carry out the routine tests during 
the control of production.

A1.6 Any additional information relevant to the application for clarification purposes, 
as may be requested by the NRCS.

A2: THE ISSUANCE OF APPROVAL

A2.1 Where the type of bag submitted in accordance with section A.1 meets the 
requirements of this compulsory specification, approval shall be granted.

A2.2 The NRCS shall assign a unique approval number to each type of bag 
approved.

A2.3 The NRCS shall confirm with the applicant that approval has been granted by 
means of a letter of authority certificate bearing the approval number referred to in 
paragraph A2.2.
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A2.4 The approval granted with respect to the type of bag pursuant to this 
compulsory specification may be withdrawn by the NRCS, at any time, after the 
applicant has been notified in writing, if the requirements have not been met or 
maintained.

A2.5 The NRCS shall verify the existence of satisfactory arrangements in order to 
ensure effective control of the conformity of production in accordance with the 
provisions of Annexure B before approval is granted.
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ANNEXURE B
(Normative)

CONFORMITY OF PRODUCTION AND ROUTINE TESTS

B.1 THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE APPLICANT, particularly to the assessment 
of conformity of production:

B.1.1 In agreement with the NRCS, the applicant or a conformity assessment body 
shall be responsible for the control of conformity of production.

B.1.2 Ensure that the routine test results are recorded and that the records remain 
available for a time period of five (5) years.

B.1.3 Analyse the routine test results of each type of test in order to verify and 
ensure the conformity of production of each type of bag, making allowances for the 
variations experienced industrial production.

B.1.4 Ensure that at least the tests prescribed in paragraph B.3 are carried out 
routinely for each type of bag.

B.1.5 Ensure that when any samples show non-conformity with the test concerned, 
further samples are taken and tested. All the necessary steps must be taken to 
restore conformity of the corresponding production and prevent the sale of non- 
compliant products.

B.1.6 The applicant shall ensure that the body as agreed to by the NRCS in 
paragraph B.1.1 carries out conformity control on a statistical basis and by random 
sampling.

B.2 THE DUTIES OF THE NRCS, particularly to the assessment of conformity of 
production:

B.2.1 The NRCS may at any time assess the effectiveness of conformity of 
production.

B.2.2 The NRCS inspector may select samples to send to a conformity assessment 
body, when non-conformance is suspected in terms of control of production.

B.3 SAMPLING:

Requirements for sampling:

B.3.1 Samples shall be taken in accordance with Table 1 in B.3.3
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B.3.2 Samples should be selected by using appropriately defined criteria to ensure 
that they are truly representative of the lot, i.e. taken at random, evenly and 
throughout.

B.3.3 For the production to be considered to conform, the routine tests shall meet 
the sampling requirements in table 1 as agreed upon between the manufacturer or 
importer and NRCS.

Table 1: Sampling requirements:

Tests to be 
conducted

Sample size Sampling and test 
frequency

Rejection 
criteria

Determination of 
film thickness in 
accordance with 
SANS 695.

As determined by the 
body responsible for 
control of conformity of 
production and to the 
satisfaction of the 
NRCS.

As determined by the 
body responsible for 
control of conformity of 
production and to the 
satisfaction of the 
NRCS.

One non- 
compliant 
item.
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No. R. 652 6 September 2013

NATIONAL REGULATOR FOR COMPULSORY SPECIFICATIONS ACT 
(Act 5 of 2008)

RE-PUBLICATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT OF A PROPOSED 
COMPULSORY SPECIFICATION FOR SAFETY GLASS AND OTHER SAFETY 
GLAZING MATERIALS - VC 9003

It is hereby made known, under Section 13 (4) of the National Regulator for 
Compulsory Specifications Act (Act 5 of 2008) that I, Dr. Rob Davies, the Minister 
of Trade and Industry, on the recommendation of the NRCS Board, intends to 
promulgate a Compulsory Specification for safety glass and other safety glazing 
materials as set out in the attached schedule.

Any person who wishes to comment on the intention of the Minister to 
promulgate the Compulsory Specification concerned, shall submit their 
comments in writing to the Chief Executive Officer of the National Regulator for 
Compulsory Speóíftóations (NRCS), Private Bag X25, Brooklyn, 0075, on or 
before the date 1wo42)^nonths after the publication of this notice.

Dr Rob Davies, MP 
Minister of Trade and Industry
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SCHEDULE

PROPOSED COMPULSORY SPECIFICATION FOR SAFETY GLASS AND OTHER SAFETY GLAZING 

MATERIALS

VC 9003

1. SCOPE

• This compulsory specification covers the requirements for safety glass and other safety 

glazing materials used in buildings in accordance with Part N of the National Building 

Regulations, and in any other application in which breakage due to human contact may result 

in serious injuries. Products within the scope of this compulsory specification include but are 

not limited to: Stock sheets of laminated safety glazing materials, i.e. sheets of safety glazing 

produced by a manufacturer equipped to laminate safety glass that will be cut to size by an 

installer;

• Toughened safety glass, i.e. panels of flat safety glazing manufactured from flat glass, 

cut to size, and then tempered;

• Polymeric glazing, i.e. sheets of transparent plastics that can be cut to size;

• Any glazed products that may be subjected to human impact;

• Any other material claimed to be safety glazing.

Safety glazing used in automotive applications is excluded.

2. DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this compulsory specification the following definitions shall apply:

2.1 applicant: A manufacturer or importer applying for approval of safety glazing materials. 

The manufacturer or importer shall be an existing legal entity within the Republic of South 

Africa.

2.2 approval: Confirmation by the NRCS that a particular type of safety glazing material 

satisfies the requirements of this Compulsory Specification.

2.3 building: The definition of "building" contained in section 1 of the National Building 

Regulations and Building Standards Act 103 of 1977 shall apply.
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2.4 manufacturer: Entity that manufactures safety glazing materials.

2.5 NRCS: The National Regulator for Compulsory Specifications (the Regulator) established 

by the National Regulator for Compulsory Specifications Act, 2008 (Act No. 5 of 2008)

2.6 type of safety glazing material: Safety glazing material that does not differ in essential 

aspects such as thickness, colour, design and method of manufacture. Types include:

• Laminated safety glass;

• Toughened safety glass;

• Toughened laminated safety glass;

• Safety film backed safety glass, including mirrors made from glass, and installed in 

compliance with the National Building Regulations;

• Polymeric safety glazing;

• Any other type of material that is claimed to be safety glazing.

2.7 safety glazing material: Glazing material that is so manufactured, constructed, treated and 

combined with other materials and components that, if broken by human contact, the 

likelihood of cutting or piercing injuries that might result from such contact are minimized.

2.8 the Minister: The Minister of Trade and Industry.

3. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS

3.1 Safety glazing material shall comply with SANS 1263-1: Safety and security glazing 

materials for buildings Part 1: Safety performance of glazing materials under human impact.

3.2 Safety glass and alternative safety glazing materials intended for use in the construction 

of furniture shall in addition comply with the requirements of SANS 17.

3.3 The applicant shall ensure that every type of safety glazing material has been approved by 

the NRCS in accordance with the requirements of Annex A of this compulsory specification 

before manufacture, import, sale or supply.

3.4 The applicant shall inform the NRCS of any change in the material, method of 

manufacture, design or components affecting any mandatory requirement of this compulsory 

specification. In the event of such change/s the NRCS may, at its discretion, demand the 

submission of fresh evidence of conformity ora new application for approval.
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3.5 In addition to the markings prescribed in SANS 1263 - 1 the NRCS approval number shall 

appear permanently and legibly on all safety glazing material in letters at least 2,5 mm high:

"NRCS XXXXX."

4. CONFORMITY TO REFERENCED STANDARDS

For the purposes of this compulsory specification, a new edition of a referenced standard shall 

become effective 12 months from the date of publication as a South African National Standard. 

When a new edition of a referenced standard is published, products originally approved in 

accordance with the previous edition of that standard may on application have their approval 

extended by the NRCS.
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ANNEX A - APPROVAL OF SAFETY GLAZING MATERIAL

A.l APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL

The applicant shall apply to the NRCS for approval of every type of safety glazing material. The 

application shall be accompanied by the following:

A.1.1 Technical specifications detailing the material composition, method of manufacturer and 

minimum thickness for the type of safety glazing material.

A.l.2 Details of the manufacturing plant/s where the safety glazing material is produced;

A.l.3 Evidence of conformity including test reports issued not more than 12 months before the 

date of submission to the NRCS by a conformity assessment body recognized in terms of the 

NRCS's Conformity Assessment Policy, to prove compliance with all the relevant requirements of 

this compulsory specification;

A.1.4 The markings to be applied to each type of safety glazing material;

A.1.5 Information to the satisfaction of the NRCS regarding the measures taken by the applicant 

to ensure ongoing conformity of the safety glazing material; and

A.1.6 Any reasonable additional information as may be requested by the NRCS.

A.2 APPROVAL

A.2.1 The NRCS shall assess the evidence of conformity supplied by the applicant and shall grant 

approval when the mandatory requirements have been met.

A.2.2 The NRCS shall assign a unique approval number to each type of safety glazing material 

approved.

A.2.3 The NRCS shall confirm that approval has been granted to the applicant by means of a 

Letter of Authority certificate bearing the approval number referred to in paragraph 3.5.

A.2.4 The approval granted with respect to safety glazing pursuant to this compulsory 

specification may be withdrawn by the NRCS, at any time, after the applicant has been notified 

in writing, if the requirements have not been met or maintained.


