
N alional Y C>Ulh Developmenl 
Oouncil 

ACT 
No. 7 of 1986 

Date of Assent: 17th April, 1986 

[No. 7 of 1986 

An Act to establish the National Youth Development 
Council; to define the functions and powers of the 
Council; to provide for the registration of youth 
organisations; and to provide for matters connected 
with or incidental to the foregoing. 

[21st April, 1986 

ENACTED by the Parliament of Zambia. 

PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

1. This Act may be cited as the National Youth Develop
ment Council Aot, 1986, and shall come into operation on such 
date as the Minister may, by statutory instrument, appoint. 

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires-
" Chairman" means the person appointed Chairman of 

the Council under section five; 

"Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Youth in 
the Ministry responsible for youth affairs; 

"Council" mearu the National Youth Development 
Council established by section three; 

" Member " means a member of the Council; 

" Secretary " means the person appointed Secretary of 
the Council under section thirteen; 

" Vice-Chairman " means the person appointed Vice
Chairman of the Council under section five. 
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NATIONAL YOUTH Dh'VELOFMENT CoUNcn. 

3. There is hereby e&ta.blisbed the NatioMl Youth Develop
ment Council which shall be a body oorpomte with perpetual 
succession and a common sea.1, capable of suing and of being 
sued in its co1porate name, and with power, subject to the 
provisions of this Act, to do all such acts and things as a body 
corporate may by law do or perform. 

4. (1) The soa.l of the Cowicil shall be such device as may 
be dE1termined by the Council and shall be kept by the Secretary. 

(2) The Council may use a wafer or rubber stamp in lieu 
of the seal. 

(3) The affixing of tho soal sha.U be authenticated by the 
Chairman or the Vico-Chai1'man and the Secretary or one 
other person authorised in that behalf by the Council. 

(4) Any contract or instrument which, if entered into or 
executed by a porson not being a body corporate, would not 
be required to bo undor seal, may be entered into or executed 
without seal on behalf of tho Council by the Secretary or any 
other person authorised in that behalf by the Council. 

(5) Any document pw.1)orting to be a document under the 
seal of the Council or issued on behalf of the Council shall be 
received in evidence and shall bE: doemed to be a. document so 
executed or issued, as tho case may be, without further proof, 
unless the contrary is proved. 

5. (1) Tho Council shall be composed of

(a) tho Commissioner; 

(b) a reprosenta.tive of the youth league of the United 
National Independence Party; 

(c) twenty-two representative members appointed by the 
Minister, of whom-

(i) not more than four shall be public officers; 

(ii) not more tha.n twelve shall be persons from 
various youth organisations; 

(ill) not more than three slu>Jl be persons from 
various organisations interested in youth 
development; and 

(iv) not more than three shall be persons from 
amongst members of the public who have 
distinguished themselves in youth development. 
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(lJ) There shall be a Chairman a.nd a Vice-Chairman who 
aball be appointed by the Minister from amongst the members. 

6. (1) A member, other than an ex-officio member, shall hold 
office for a period of three years from tho date of his appoint
ment and may be re-appointed t1pon the expiration of such 
term. 

(2) .\ mo::nbcr, other th:i.n an ex-officio member, may resign 
upon giving one month's notice in wdting to the Minister and 
may be removed by the Minister at any time. 

7. \Vhenever the office of a member becomes vacant 
bofore the expiry of the term provided in section six the 
Minister may appoint another person to be & member: 

Provided that such other person shaU hold office only for 
the unexpired term of office of the person who vaoa.ted sueh 
office. 

8. (1) The functions of the Council shall be-
(a) to advise the 1lin.i.ster on programmes relating to 

youth development; 
(b) to co-ordinate youth activities; 
(c) to evalU&te and implement youth programmes; 
(d) to assist and encourage organisations interested in 

youth development in the initiation of youth training 
and development programmes; 

(e) to initiato, operate and manage non-profit ma.king or 
profit making projects in support of youth develop
ment; and 

(j) such other functions as the Minister may, from time 
to time, direct. 

(2) Tho Council may establish branches of the Council in 
tho Provinces. 

(3) The Council may, by directions in writing and subject 
to such terms and conditions as it thinks fit, delegate to any 
member or the Socreta.ry any of its functions under this Act. 

(4) The Mfoistor may give to the Council such genera.I or 
specific directiona ,vith rospect to tho discharge of its functions 
as he may consider ne('ossa,ry and the Council shall give effect 
to suoh directions. 

9. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Council may 
regulate its own procedure. 

(2) The Council shall meet for the transaction of business 
at least �ice every twolvo months at such placos and at such 
times as tho Chairman m!\y decide. 
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(3) Upon giving nouoe of not less than fourtoon days, a 
meeting of the Council may be oalled by the Chairman and 
ahall be oalled if not lees than five members so request in 
writing: 

Provided that if the urgency of any particular matter 
does not permit the giving of such notice, a special meeting 
may be called upon giving a shorter notioe. 

(4) Eight members shall form a quorum at any meeting of 
the Council. 

(5) There shall preside at any meeting of the Council its 
Cha.irman or in his absence, its Vioe-Ch&irman or in their 
absence, such member as the members present may elect for 
the purpose of that meeting. 

(6) A decision of the Council on any question shall be by a 
majority of the members present and voting at the meeting 
and, in the event of an equality of votes the person presiding 
at the meeting shall have a casting vote in addition to his 
deliberative vote. 

(7) Where any member referred to in sub-paragraphs (i) to 
(iii) of paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section five is unable 
to attend any meeting of the Council his Ministry or organisa
tion, as the case may be, may in writing nominate another 
person to attend such meeting in his stead and such person 
shall be deemed to be a member for the purpose of such meeting. 

(8) The Council may invite any person, whose pl'88ance is 
in its opinion desirable, to attend and to participate in the 
deliberations of a meeting of the Council but such person shall 
have no vote. 

(9) The validity of any proceedings, aot or decision of the 
Council shall not be affected by any vacancy in the membership 
of the Council or by any defect in the appointment of any 
member or by reason that any person not entitled so to do 
took part in the proceedings. 

(10) The Council shall cause minutes to be kept of the 
proceedings of every meeting of the Council and of every 
meeting of any committee established by the Council. 

10. (1) The Council may, for the purpose of performing its 
functions under this Act, establish committees and delegate 
to any such committee such of its functions as it thinks fit. 

(2) The Council may appoint o.s members of a committee 
established under subsection (1), persons who are or a.re not 
members of the Council and suoh persons shall hold office for 
such period a.e the Council may determine. 
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(3) Subject to any specific or general direction of the Council 
any committee established under subsection (I) may regulate 
its own procedure. 

11. (I) H any person is present at a mooting of the Council at 
which any matt.er in which such person or his spoU86 is directly 
or indirectly int.erested in a privaile capacity is the subject of 
oonsidere.tion he shall, as soon e.s practicable after the com
mencement of the meeting, disclose suoh intel'68t and shall not, 
unl688 the Council otherwise directs, take part in any con
sideration or discussion of, or vote on, any question touching 
such matter. 

(2) A disclosure of interoot made under this section shall be 
recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is made. 

12. No action or other proceedings shall lie or be instituted 
against any member, member of a committee of the Council or 
member of the staff of the Council for or in r6BpE>ct of any act 
or thing done or omitt.ed to be done in good faith in the exercise 
or purport.ed exercise of his duties under this Act. 

13. (1) There shall be a Secretary of the Council who shall 
be a public officer and such other public officers as a.re neoessa.ry 
to carry out the functions of the Council. 

(2) The Secretary shall be responsible for the administration 
of the day-to-day affairs of the Council. 

14. (1) No person shall, without the consent in writing given 
by or on behalf of the Council, pubUsh or disclose to any 
person, otherwise than in the course of his duties, the contents 
of a.ny document, communication or information whatsoever, 
which relates to, and which ha.a come to hls knowledge in the 
course of his duties under this Act. 

(2) Any person who knowingly contravenes the provisions of 
subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable, 
upon conviction, to a fine not exceeding five thouaand kwacha 
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years, or to 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

(3) H any person having information which to his knowledge 
he.s boon published or disclosed in contravention of subsection 
(I) unlawfully publishes or communicates any such information 
to any other person, he shall be guilty of an offence and shall be 
lia.ble, upon conviction, to a fine not exceeding five thouaand 
kwacha or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three 
yea.rs, or to both such fine and imprisonment. 
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PART III 

REGI8TRA,ll'ION OF Y OMH ORGANISATION8 

15. The Secretary shall keep and maintain in the prescribed 
form a register wherein shall be registered every youth organ
is&tion in Zambi&, and no organisation shall be deemed to be 
such an organisa�on unless it is so registered. 

16. (1) An applioa.tion for registration as a youth organ
isation shall be submitted to the Secretary in such forms as 
may be prescribed. 

(2) On receipt of a.n application under subsection (1), the 
Secretary may carry out such investigation or require such 
further information to be submitted to him a.s he considers 
neoossa.ry. 

(3) Every application for registration as a youth organisation 
shall be accompanied by-

(a) a registration foe to be prescribed by the Minister; 
(b) a. copy of the constitution of the youth organisation 

and, unless the constitution itself contains such 
particulars, a memorandum containing the following 
particulars 

(i) the objectives and functions of the youth 
organisation; 

(ii) the names and addresses of the office-bearers 
of the youth organisation; 

(iii) the funds available and the sou.roes of revenue; 
and 

(iv) the place of operation. 

(4) On being registered, a youth organisation sha.11 be issued 
with a certificate of registration. 

17. The Secretary shall refuse to register any organisation 
as a youth organisation if he is satisfied-

(a) that the name under which the organisation wishes to 
be registered is identical or similar to the name of any 
existing youth organisation or of any society or body 
registered, or exempted from registration, under the 
Societies Act; 

(b) that the organisation does not exist; 

(c) that the registration of the organisation would be 
against public interest. 
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18. The Secretary may ca.noel at any time the registration 
of a.ny youth organisation if he is satisfied that it is expedient 
so to do on the ground that-

(a) the terms of the Constitution or rules of such organ
isation a.re, in his opinion, in any respect repugnant to 
or inconsistent with the provisions of any law for the 
time being in force in Zambia.; 

(b) the organisation is opera.ting in a. manner prejudicial 
to the public interest ; 

(c) he has reason to believe that the organisation has 
ceased to exist as a youth organisation; or 

(d) the organisation has changed its name a.nd the new 
name it has adopted-

(i) is identical with that of any other existing youth 
organisation; 

(ii) so nearly resembles the name of such other 
youth organisation as, in the opinion of the 
Secretary, is likely to deceive the public or the 
members of eithel' organisation; or 

(iii) is, in the opinion of the Secretary, repugnant 
to or inconsistent with the provisions of any 
law in force in Zambia or is otherwise un
desirable. 

19. Whore an application for registration as a youth 
organisation is refused or the registration of a youth organisation 
is cancelled, the Secretary shaJl make and furnish to the body 
or organisation concerned a notice giving therein the reasons 
for such refusal or cancellation, as the case may be. 

20. (1) An appeal against a. decision to ca.noel or to refuse 
the registration of any youth organisation may be ma.de to the 
Minister within thirty days of the receipt of the notice. 

(2) Where any appeal is ma.de under subsection (1), the 
Minister may, to enable him determine the appeal, give such 
directions to the Secretary as he may consider necessary. 

(8) On any appeal ma.de under subsection (1), the Minister 
may confirm, set a.side or vary the notice of the Secretary, 
and the decision of the Minister shall be final. 

PART IV 

Fm ANOIAL PROVTSIONS 

21. (1) The funds of the Council shall consist of such moneys 
as ma.y-

(a) be appropriated by Parliament for the purposes of the 
Council; 
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(b) be paid to the Council by wa.y of grants or donations; 
and 

(c) vest in or accrue to the Council. 

(2) The Council may-

(a) accept moneys by way of grants or donations from 
any source in Zambia. and, subject to the approval of' 
the Minister, from any sourco outside Zambia. ; 

(b) subject to the appl'oval of the Minister, raise by way 
of loa.ns or otherwise, such moneys as it may require for
the discharge of its functions ; and 

(c) charge and collect fees in respect of programmes, 
seminars, e.nd other services provided by the Council. 

(3) There shall be pa.id from the funds of the Council-

(a) grants that have been ma.de to any particular youth 
orga.nisa.tion or any branch of such organisation;  

(b) such reasonable travelling, transport, subsistence and 
other allowances for members, the staff or members 
of a.ny committee of the Council when engaged on the 
business of the Council, at such rates a.a the Minister 
may determine ; and 

( c) any other expenses incurred by the Council in the 
performance of its functions. 

(4) The Council may invest in such manner a.a it thinks fit 
such of its funds a.a it does not immediately require for the 
performance of its functions. 

22. The financial year of the Council shall be the period of 
twelve months ending on the 31st December in ea.ch year. 

23. The Council shall ca.UBe to be kept proper books of 
account and other records relating to its accounts. 

24. ( 1 )  The Council may at any time, by notice under the
hand of the Secretary, require any youth organisation to submit 
to the Council, within such time as may be specified therein, 
the duly audited accounts 'of th(t youth organisation or of e.ny 
branch of such organisation : 

.,. � <·· r � . .  

Provided that such notice shall be of not less than 
thirty days from the date on which the notice is served 
on any offioe-bea.rer or person concerned with the manage

. ment of the y-0uth organisation ·or branch of such orga
nisation. 
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(2) Where any notice under subsection (1 )  is not duly 
complied with, or a.ny irregularities a.re discovered in the ac
counts submitted to the Council, the Council may take such 
action as it considers necessary against the youth organisation, 
any branch of such organisation or against any office-bearer 
responsible for such non-compliance or irregularities as the case 
may be. 

25. ( 1 )  As soon as practicable, but not later than six months 
after the expiry of ea.ch fina.ncio.J year. tho Council sba1l submit 
to the Minister a. report concerning its activities during such 
financial yoor. 

(2) The report referred to in subsee,-tion (1) shall include 
information on the financial affaiI-s of the Council and there shall 
be appended thereto-

(a) a balance sheet ; 

(b) an audited statement of income and expendi1ue ; and 

(c) such other information as -the Ministet· may require. 

(3) Tho :Minister shall, not later than sevon days after the 
first sitting of the National Assembly noxt after the receipt of 
tho report referred to in subsection ( 1 ), lay it before the Na.tiona.l 
Assembly. 

PAR'l' V 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

26. Save as otherwise provided in this Act, the Council 
shall not interfere with the day-to-day administration or in
ternal affairs of a youth organisa.tion or of any branch of such 
organi.sa.tion. 

27. Any youth organisation, any branch of such organisation, 
or any person aggrieved by a. decision of the Council, ma.y, not 
later than thirty days from the receipt of such decision, appeal 
against that decision to the Minister, and thereupon the Minister 
may either oonfi.rm, set a.side or vary the Council's decision, or 
make such other order as he thinks fit. 

28. (1)  A youth organisation shall not dissolve itself except 
with the written approval of the Council. 

(2) An application for approval to dissolve the youth organ
isation sha.ll state the reasons for the proposed dissolution and 
such application shall be submitted to the Council together 
with the agenda and minut.es of the meeting at whioh the 
decision to dissolve the youth organisation was ta.ken. 

(3) Where any youth organisation is dissolved, tho a.ssets 
and liabilities of such organisation shall be disposed of in 
accordance with directions given by the Minister: 

83 

Annual 
report 

Indepen
denoe of 
youth 
orgruusation.s 

Appoals t.o 
Miniilter 

Di890lution 
of youth 
organisotio• 



84 

Vesting of 
property 
in Council 

No. 7 of 1986) N atfonal Youth Developme,it 
Council 

Provided that the assets, if any, left over, after meeting 
all tho liabilities of such youth organisation, shall not bo 
utilised for any purpose other than for the purposos of 
other youth organisations as tho Council may d.iroc.t. 

29. (1) Upon the commencement of this Act, all movable 
and immovable property vesting in the old National Youth 
Development Council of Zambia sha.11 be vested in the Council 
without conveyance, transfer or assignment. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Aot, all rights, privileges, 
obligations and liabilities whioh immediately before the com
mencement of this Act were held, enjoyed or incurred by the 
old National Youth Development Council of Zambia shall be 
deemed to be the rights, privileges, obligations and liabilities 
of the Council. 

(3) Where anything has been commenced by the old National 
Youth Development Council of Zambia prior to the com
mencement of this Aot, such things may be carried on and 
completed by the Council. 

Rogulations 30. The Minister may, by statutory instrument, make 
regulations for the better carrying into effect of the provisions 
of this Act, and, in partioulo.r and without prejudice to the 
generality of th6 foregoing power, such regulations may pre
scrib&-

(a) the fees, allowances or remuneration to be paid under 
a.ny provision of this Act; 

(b) the books, registers and other records to be kept by a. 
youth organisation; and for tho inspection thereof; 

(c) the forms to be used for the purposes of this Act. 


