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GOVERNMENT OF ZAMBIA 

STA11JTORY I STRUMENT No. 46 OF 1994 

The Local Government Act 
(Act No. 22 of 1991) 

Katete District Council (Village Cleanliness) Ry-Laws, 1994 

IN EXERCISE of the powers contained in section seventy-six of the 
Local Govemmcnt Act, I 991 the following By-Laws arc hereby 
made: 

145 

1. These By-Laws may be cited as the Katctc District Council Title 

(Village Cleanliness) By-Laws. 

2. In these Dy-Laws, unless the context otherwise requires-

" area " means the area under the jurisdiction of the Katcte 
District Council; 

" Council " means Katetc District Council; 

Interpreta
tion 

" village II means a community of households established 
under the Village Act within the Council Boundaries; Cap. 483 

" cleanliness " means the maintenance of stipulated health 
standards for prevention of communicable diseases; 

" nuisance " means a condition liahle to be injurious and 
dangerous to health as defined under section sixty-seven of 
the Public Health Act: Cap. 535 

" domestic dwelling II means any form of building in human 
use, or intended for human use, whether for purposes of 
business, residence or amusement; 

11 refuse pit II means a [)it dug for disposal of domestic 
household ref use; 

11 latrine II includes a privy, urinal, rail closet, pit closet, earth 
closet, chemical closet, water closet; 

" latrine accommodation " includes a rcccptablc for human 
excreta, together with the structure containing and includ
ing such receptacle and the fittings and apparatus con
nected therewith; 

11 occupier II includes any rerson in actual occupation of land 
or premises without regard to the title under which he 
occupies. 

Single copies of thi.� l\tt may he ohtainedfrom the Governnuml Prinler, 
P.O. Box .10/Jf,, /Of()() Lusaka. Price K50.00. 
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3. (1) Every person shall Lake all lawful, necessary and practi
cable measures for maintaining his village or area al all times in a 
clean and sanitary condition and for preventing the occurrence of or 
for remedying any nuisance or condition liable Lo be injurious or 
dangerous to health. 

(2) The occ1Jpier of any domes11c dwelling shall provide a 
refuse pit situated at least twenty metres away from the dwelling 
house for disposal of refuse. 

4. (1) Any person who fails to obey an order of the Council to 
comply with the requirements of By-Law 3 within the time speci
lied by the Council. or otherwise to remove the nuisance, shall, 
unless he satislies the Court that he has used all diligence to carry 
out such order. be guilt) or an offence. 

(2) The Council may en1crthe premises lo which any such order 
relates and remove the nuisance and do whatever may be necessary 
in the execution of such order and recover, as a civil d9bl, the 
expenses incurred from the J)l'rson against whom the order is made. 

5. (1) The Council may order the demolition of any domestic 
dwelling where it is satisfied that such dwelling is so dilapidated or 
so defectively constructed as 10 make it unlit for human habitation 
and may recover from the owner, as a civil debt, the expenses 
incurred therein. 

(2) Any person who wilfully fails lo comply with any order for 
demolition, shall he guilty or an offence. 

(3) No compensation ,hall be paid by the Council to the owner 
or occupier of any such dwelling or other structure which may be 
damaged in respect or a demolition order. 

(4) From the date of the demolition order no rent shall be due or 
payable by or on behalf of the occupier in respect of such dwelling 
or structure. 

6. (1) Every dwelling house must be provided with a separate 
latrine accommodation: 

Provided that, notv.ith,tanding anything contained in these By
Laws, a separate latrine may not be provided where, in the opinion 
ofLhe Council, suflicient la1rine accommodation is so convenienlly 
situated that it may be safely used in common by Lhe households in 
that community. 

(2) Any pcr:.on v. ho damages or makes improper use of any 
public latrine or a latrine provided in connection with any school, 
church or place of public worship, theatre, markets, clinics, public 
hall or other public place shall bc guilty of the offence. 
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7. Where any owner or occupier who is in receipt of a written 
notice, shall fail to comply with the requirements of such notice 
within the period specified in the notice the Council may, after the 
expiration of the period specified, do the work or direct any person 
to do the work required to be done, and recover, as a civil debt from 
the owner or occupier the expenses incurred by it in so doing. 

8. Any person who causes any existing domestic dwelling or 
public building to be erected or who occupies, or being the owner, 
permits to be occupied any such domestic building or public 
building in contravention of the provisions of these By-Laws shall 
be guilty of an offence 

9. (1) Any person who contravenes any provision of these By
Laws, shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liablc-

(a) in the case of a first offence to a tine not exceeding one 
thousand kwacha or imprisonment for a period of six 
months, or to both such fine and such imprisonment; 

(b) in the case of continuing offence, to a fine not exceeding 
five hundred kwacha for every day during which the 
offence continues. 

(2) In addiuon to any penally prescribed by sub-by-law (1), the 
court may order that any expenses incurred by the Council in 
consequence of such commvention be paid by the person commit
ting the contravention. 

Made by the Katelc Distnct Counci 1 this 24th day of June, 1993. 

N. PlllRI, 
Council Chairman, 

K atete District Council 

G. Naozo, 

Council Secretary, 
Katete District Council 

Confirmed by me at Lu�aka this 2nd day of March, 1994. 

LUSAKA 

[MLGII. )02/51/36J 

8. H. W. MWIINGA, 

Minister of Local Government 
and Housing 
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